
Minutes  of  the  2036th  Virtual  Zoom  Meeting  of  RC Calcutta 

Jadavpur  held  on  Monday  2nd  November  2020  at  7 PM

q President Rtn. (Dr) Kunal Ray called the 2038th meeting of RC Calcutta 
Jadavpur to order, welcoming the guest of the evening Ms. Madhumita Mitra, 
Principal of Cossipore St. Ninian's High School for Girls' and also the 
members present online. Further he wished all the attending members 
Shubho Bijoya.

q National Anthem was led by Rtn. Pausali Paul.

w President Rtn. (Dr.) Kunalda announced:

q That on 24th October 2020, the day of Maha Ashtami, the club arranged 
lunch (Biriyani) for the girls of Loreto Rainbow Home, Bowbazar, Kolkata and 
its staff – a total of 120 heads – to bring some joy to the children during Puja. 
Rtn. Sikha and Rtn. Tapati were present to share the joy. The event was 
sponsored by Rtn. Tapati.

q That on November 07, 2020, a cultural program will be hosted by Rotary Club 
of Geetanjali, where RC Calcutta Jadavpur will be a co-host, along with other 
Rotary Clubs. Rtn. (Dr) Mainak and Rtn. Tapati will participate in the program. 

q On November 14, 2020, to commemorate Children's Day, a program is being 
planned for the children at Saroj Gupta Cancer Centre and Research 
Institute which is being coordinated by PP Rtn. Partha Sarathi. The program 
will be hosted by RC Calcutta Jadavpur with participation of other Rotary 
Clubs and Rotaract Club. About 24 kids (6-14 years) are expected to be 
present.

q That to observe World Diabetes Day on November 14, 2020, the matter is 
being looked into whether the club can observe one, similar to last year. The 
feasibility of organising the program under the current pandemic situation is 
being examined by Rtn. Paromita. 

q That on the issue of ensuing meet and cultural program by the fellow 
members, Rtn. (Dr.) Jharnadi, on behalf of the cultural subcommittee briefly 
described the plans to hold the program tentatively on November 28, 2020. 
She also asked the members to showcase their talents in the program. 

q That on the basis of discussion with the members, it transpired that physical 
meeting of the club members will be attempted in December 2020. Since 
location of club's regular meeting at Chakrabaithak is not available for 
holding meetings, PP Rtn Sonia has been requested to see the possibility of 
finding an alternate venue at Indian Institute of Architects. 

q Members may note that with our changed schedule for club meeting, we shall 
refer our regular meetings as RCM instead of RWM. 

q Rain water harvesting project at St. Ninian's School will start soon. The 
Principal Ms. Madhumita Mitra, present during the meeting has informed that 
the labourers have visited the site for taking measurements, etc. 

q That for construction of toilets at Sangrami Nagar FP School, District 24 
Parganas (S), the allocated fund is being arranged from EIRWT. PP Rtn 
Sonia Gupta said that it might be necessary to revise the estimated budget 
because of long delay in implementation of the project. Honorary Member Dr. 
Indrajit Ray suggested that one of the contributing partners in this endeavour, 
Vidyapith, may be approached for additional fund, if required. 

q That club members purchased greetings card created by cancer survivor 
Anjali to support her wellbeing. PP Partha Sarathi has informed that the 
Rotaractors are arranging to print 500 more such cards for distribution and 
they have transferred Rs.10,000/- to Anjali's bank account. 

q The club acknowledges the contributions made by members for service 
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projects of the club during October 2020: While, PP Rtn. (Dr) Chitradi has 
contributed Rs. 5,000/- to feed the students at RKM, Belpahari, Rtn. Tapati 
has directly sponsored lunch for girls of Loreto Rainbow Home which cost her 
about Rs. 9000/-. Further, Mr. Arup Das, a friend of PP Rtn Samirenduda, 
donated Rs. 42,000/- for buying smart phones for girls of Rainbow Home. 

q November being Rotary Foundation Month, Rotarians are expected to make 
some contribution to Rotary Foundation India, if possible. He mentioned that 
PP Rtn. Samirenduda has committed US$ 100 and Rtn Prasenjit committed 
an unspecified amount for donation to the Foundation.

q  Secretary Rtn. (Dr.) Krishnendu conducted club business and conveyed 
birthday greetings to Ann. Sucharita Das w/o Rtn. Chandan Das and Ann. 
Anju Tibrewal w/o Rtn. Anup Tibrewal for their birthdays falling on November 
1 & 3, respectively.

q The minutes of the 2037th meeting was confirmed by the members and the 
meeting ended with thanks to everyone attending the meeting.

Wish you all many more years of marital bliss
Rtn. Joyeta Ghosh & Mr. Sougata Guin falling on November 26

Rtn. Paromita Das Dutta which fell on November 20

Many Many Happy Returns of the day 
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In the early 1870s, a genius 
toiled in his laboratory, driven 
by a vision to improve life 
through technology. After many 
failed attempts, by 1880 
Thomas Edison had perfected a 
new light bulb that could be 
produced on a mass scale.

When someone pointed out to 
him that he had tried and failed 
1 0 , 0 0 0  t i m e s  b e f o r e  

succeeding, he responded that he had merely found 
10,000 ways it wouldn't work!

Just like Edison, The Rotary Foundation is driven by a 
vision for a better world. And we, too, remain 
determined and creative in the face of setbacks.

Earlier this year, our vital polio immunization activities 
had to be temporarily paused to ensure that the polio 
eradication program did not contribute to the COVID-
19 pandemic. And so we adapted: The polio-fighting 
infrastructure that Rotary helped build was enlisted to 
assist in the response to COVID-19 in many vulnerable 
countries, as we had done before during outbreaks of 
Ebola, yellow fever, and avian flu.

Thankfully, we resumed polio immunization activities in 
July, having first taken all precautions to protect 
frontline workers and communities.

During these challenging days, our business — reaching 
out to people in distress — is not business as usual. The 
way we prepare and deliver projects and the 
methodology we use need to change. And the way we 
communicate what we do also must change.

The success of our global grants model is unmistakable. 
At its introduction in 2013-14, the Foundation awarded 
868 grants worth over $47 million. By 2019-20, the 
number of approved grants had risen to 1,350, worth 
over $100 million. While the number of grants shot up 
by more than 50 percent, and funding by 123 percent, 
corresponding Annual Fund contributions showed only a 
5 percent increase, and that's troubling.

To reach those who need us, to spread the love that our 
Foundation brings, we will need to rise to this challenge 
and work together to meet our funding needs.

Mother Teresa once said that if we want a message of 
love to be heard, it has to be sent out. To keep a lamp 
burning, we have to keep putting oil in it.

The Rotary Foundation offers the best opportunity I 
know for us to invest in a better future for communities 
around the world. Your generosity today and throughout 
this year is the oil that keeps our grants burning bright, 
reaching the ones who need us most.

Trustee chair's message
K.R. Ravindran

Trustee Chair 2020-21
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